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THE  GRTTS  AND  THE  TARIFF 


The  Grits  have  had  as  many  policies  on  tho 
great  question  of  Trade  and  Tariff  as  tlie  cham- 
eleon has  colours,  and  they  have  changed  them 
with  about  equal  rapidity. 

1.  They  were  advocates  of  cmitinental  free  trade. 

We  require  continental  free  trade  and  with- 
out contmental  free  trade  we  cannot  nrogress 
satiifactorily.  —  John  Charlion,  M.P. 

It  is  not  merely  the  policy  but  the  fixed  deter- 
mination of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  Dominion 
to  overthrow  this  system  (protection)  at  all 
hazards,  and  after  very  full  deliberation,  they 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best 
and  probably  the  only  really  available  me- 
thod which  presents  itself  for  "that  purpose  is 
in  introducing  a  system  of  perfect  continental 
free  trade,  or  unrestricted  reciprocity  with  the 
United  Slates. — Sir  Richard  Cartwright  in  1896. 

I  desire  to  see  free  trade  all  over  this  continent. 
— Sir  Richard  Cartwright. 

The  Liberal  party  will  never  cease  the  agita- 
tion until  they  have  finally  triumphed  and  ob- 
tained continental  freedom  of  trade.  We  will  not 
be  drawn  away  by  this  issue  or  that  issue,  and 
keeping  our  eyes  upon  the  goal,  will  work  till 
we  accomplish  our  end.  If  the  reformers  of  these 
days  can  accomplish  what  they  have  in  view — 
the  great  principle  of  free  trade  in  America — they 
will  have  done  to  their  country  and  to  the  British 
race  a  servi-  ;  of  which  they  will  have  reason  to 
be  proud. —  Wilfrid  Laurier. 

2.  They  nailed  the  colours  of  Commercial 
Union  to  their  political  masthead. 

We  have  greatly  misused  our  advantage.  We 
have  been  foolish  in  our  expenditure^".  We  have 
no  means  of  satisfying  the  just  demand  of  large 
portions  of  the  Dominion,  except  through  such 
an  arrangement  as  commercial  union. — Sir 
Richard  Cartwright. 

The  London  Advertiser  declared : 

Commercial  union  lies  within  the  range  of 
pr»\ctioal  politics.  In  our  opinion  unrestricted 
reciprocity  does  not. 

We  cannot  obtain  the  inestimable  boon  of  free 
access  to  the  States  for  our  produce  without 
accepting  the  closest  approximation  to  the  com- 
mercial position  of  a  State  of  the  Onion.  They 
will  not  favour  us  more  than  one  another.  Wise 
people  do  not  refuse  a  good  tiling  simply  hecause 
u  is  not  the  best  thing  tht-y  can  conceive  of;  they 
take  all  they  can  can  get.  Unrestricted  recipro- 
city without  a  customs  union,  is  au  unattainable 
boon;  with  a  customs  union,  it  would  be  very 


good  and  that  we  can  probably  obtain. — Tftronio 
Qlobe. 

*  *  *  Tl  «  idea  that  we  would  be  disloyal  to 
the  British  riag  under  commercial  union  waa 
humbug.  He  wan  -d  to  live  under  the  flag  aa 
well  as  any  one,  but  he  wanted  a  flag  under 
which  be  could  live.  The  Reciprocity  Treaty  of 
1854  he  was  prepared  to  accept,  but  ho  was  afraid 
the  Americans  were  unwilling  to  concede  it.  Aa 
commercial  union  seemed  to  be  more  easily 
attainable,  he  was  prepared  to  support  it,  because 
he  believed  it  would  secure  to  us  wealth,  peace 
and  happiness. — Sir  Louis  Davics. 

3.  They  fought  the  election  of  1891  on  the 
avowed  policy  of  unrestricted  reciprocity  with  th€ 
United  States  and  discrimination  against  British 
goods. 

Free  trade  with  the  United  States  Is  ,  itly 
more  valuable  to  Canada  than  free  trade  w,  li  all 
the  rest  of  the  world  would  be,  with  the  United 
States  left  out. — Sir  Richard  Cartwright. 

Sir,  we  tender  the  people  a  fla^  of  which  we 
are  not  ashamed,  a  flag  npon  whicn  is  inscribed 
Unrestricted  Trade  with  the  United  States. — Sir 
Louis  JJavies. 

If  free  trade  with  the  United  States  will  be 
good  for  us,  let  us  vote  for  it,  though  it  shoul'^ 
involve  discrimination  against  Great  Britain 
twice  over. — Sir  Richard  Cartwright. 

If  we  come  to  power,  on  that  da;- 1  promise  you 
we  will  go  to  Washington,  and  if  we  can  get  a 
treaty  in  natural  product ■<  and  a  list  of  maau> 
fa<;tured  articles,  that  treaty  will  be  made.  The 
plicy  of  the  Liberal  party  is  to  give  you  a  ma^ 
feet  with  the  65  million  British  men  upon  this 
continent.— Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier. 

In  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  and  in 
view  of  the  recent  action  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  it  is  expedi^'nt 
that  tteps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  on  what 
terms  and  conditions  arrangements  can  be  effect- 
ed wiih  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  full  and  unrestrictel  reciprocity  of  trade 
therewith.— Grii  Party  in  Houae  of  Commons^ 
1889. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  before  we  can 
obtain  such  a  measure  of  unrestricted  recipro- 
citv  as  the  advocates  of  this  system  desire,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  us  to  discriminate  against 
the  manufacturers  of  other  countries,  againat 
those  even  of  Great  Britain— Sir  Richard  GarU 
Wright . 


This  involves  tliat  we  should  offer  to  the 
American  nation  wlvantages  denied  to  the  rest  of 
the  world.  So  it  does,  and  it  is  a  cause  of  bitter 
reproach  to  u-<  by  the  Consprvative  party  who 
cliarge  us  witli  disloyalty  to  Englaad'.— Sir 
Wilfrid  Laurier. 

4.  They  preached  the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade 
MS  it  is  in  England. 

Sir  Wilfrid  declared  j 
At  Winnipeg : 

I  come  before  you  to-night  to  preach  to  you 
this  new  gospel  of  free  trade— I  denounce  to 
vou  the  policy  of  protection  as  bondage.  Yes, 
bondage,  nnd  I  refer  to  bondage  in  the  same  nian- 
ne  in  which  American  slaveriy  was  bondage;. 
Sir;  our  policy  is  freedom  of  trade  such  a=t  exists 
in  England,  such  as  is  practiced  in  Great  Britain. 


In  Peel : 

I  propose  that  we  should  follow  England's  ex- 
ample and  open  our  ports  to  the  products  of  the 
world. 

In  the  City  of  Montreal  ; 

The  Liberal  party  believe  in  free  trade  on  broad 
lines  such  as  exist  in  Great  Britain,  and  upon  that 

Elatform   exemplified  as    I  have  told    you,    the 
iberal  party  will  figiit  its  next  battle. 

In  Quebec,  in  January,  1895 : 

Gentlemen,  the  only  way  in  which  Quebec  can 
recover  the  old  time  prosperity  as  a  maritime 
city,  iH  by  adopting  the  [)Olicy  of  freedom  of  trade 
as  itexists  in  the  motht^r  country. 

Whatever  doubts  or  difficulties  there  may  have 
been  about  our  trade  policy  in  times  pa-t,  there  is 
none  now.  Our  platfornii  is  clear  and  definite. 
To-day  the  people  stand  face  to  face  with  such  an 
issue,  and  the  next  contest  is  to  be  won  between 
free  trade  and  protection. —>SiV  Louis  Bavies. 

5.  Thetj  declared  their  ability  to  get  Reciprocity 
with  the  United  States  if  only  the  people  would 
put  them  in  power. 

What  we  iiave  proposed  in  that  platform  is  a 
broad  and  generous  measure  of  reciprocity,  era- 
bracing  natural  product-*  and  a  fair  list  of  manu- 
factured goods. 

We  have  propo>«ed  the  adoption  of  f^uch  a  treaty 
as  Mr.  Blaine  in  his  otlic'ai  report  to  Congress 
says  that  he  was  willing  to  negotiate  with  the 
Canadian  commissioners. — Louis  Duties. 

EASY  TO  GET  A  TREATY. 

Mr.  Daviee,  in  1892,  says  : 

This  result  can  be  obtained  by  those  whose 
hearts  are  in  tlie  liusiness.  It  is  quite  possible  f*.ir 
the  honest  man  who  goes  to  the  Unite.i  States  ;  it 
is  quite  pjssible  for  the  honest  man,  wiih  a  sin- 
cere desin  to  negotiate  a  fair  treaty,  to  negoi  late 
one  in  a  very  short  time.  Is  the  fact  that  yoii  are 
going  to  discriniinaie  againt^t  Britain  to  stop  you 
from  negotiating  altogethev.    Are  we  to  legislate 


in  the  interests  of  Canada  or  of  the  British  ex- 
porter. 

If  the  people  of  Canada  approach  the  United 
States  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  spirit,  they  would 
obtain  a  reciprocity  treaty  in  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Fisher,  now  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
declared  : 

If  my  leader  comes  into  power  it  would  not  be 
a  rash  prediction  to  say  that  within  six  months 
from  that  day,  by  a  scratch  of  the  pen,  a  treaty 
of  reciprocity  would  be  put  in  force  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

And  the  Hon.  David  Mills,  now  Minister  of 
Justice,  declared  : 

If  hon.  gentlemen  on  (his  side  of  the  House 
cross  to  the  Treasury  bi'nches,  I  can  promise 
there  wouM  bs  no  difficulty  in  establishing  trade 
with  the  neighbouring  republic, 

AVANTED  A  PREFERENCE  THEM. 

6.  They  solemnly  pledged  the  party  to  a  muhial 
and  exclusive  preference  between  Canada  and 
Great  Britain. 

Here  are  tlie  word'?  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Liurier,  the 
Leader  of  the  Party,  uttered  in  the  election  can- 
vass in  1896  : 

N  iw,  the  statesmen  of  Great .  Britain  have 
thought  that  the  governments  of  the  colonies 
liave  come  to  a  time  when  a  new  step  can  be 
taken  in  their  development.  What  is  that? 
1  hat  tliere  shall  i)e  a  commercial  agreement  be- 
tween England  aii  1  the  C(jlonies.  Tuat  practical 
statesman,  Mr.  Joseph  Cliamlierlain,  lias  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  time  h  v-*  Cuine  when  it  is 
po'sibie  to  have  within  tiie  bounds  of  tlie  empire 
a  new  step  taken,  which  vill^'iveto  tlie  colonie.s 
ill  England  a  p-cfeien"  ur  thei'*  products  over 
ttie  _  rod ucts  of  other  nuiions.  Wuat  would  be 
tlie  possit  ilitie.-i  of  sucii  a  step  it  it  was  taken? 
We  8"11  our  goods  in  E  siland.  We  send  our 
wheat,  our  butter,  ourchi  ese,  all  our  natural  pro- 
duct«,  but  there  we  have  to  compete  with  similar 
products  f I om  the  United  Siates,  f'O'u  Ru-sia, 
and  from  other  natiot)-\  Just  see  what  a  great 
advaniage  it  would  be  to  Canada,  if  the  wlieat, 
clieese  and  butter,  which  we  won  hi  send  to  Eng- 
land i^hould  tie  met  in  Englar.d  with  a  preference 
over  similar  products  of  other  nations.  Tlie 
po.^sihilities  are  immense 

I  would  be  in  a  (ar  better  position  to  obtain  this 
boon  for  Canada  tlian  Sir  Charles  Tupptr,  btcause 
his  is  a  protective  tariff,  whereas  mine  is  a 
revenue  tariff,  pure  and  s  mple,  and  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain says  that  is  all  that  is  nece-sary  in  order 
to  obtain  it. 

My  hope  is,  nay  my  conviction  i'^,  that  on  the 
2.'5rd  of  June  the  Liberal  party  will  be  at  the 
liead  of  the  poll,  and  then  it  will  be  the  Liberal 
parly  that  will  send  commissioners  to  London  to 
arrange  for  a  basis  of  preferential  trade. 
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7.  They  proclaimed  their  adhesion  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  preferential  trade  with  all  countries  in 
the  world,  especially  including  the  United  States, 
on  the  basis  of  mutual  tariff  concessio us- 

Sir  Richard  Cartwright,  in  speaking  of  the 
attitude  of  the  party  in  regard  to  (he  tariff  offer 
of  18?7,  said : 

"I  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that  this  is  an  offer 
of  preferential  trade  to  ail  countries  that,  are 
quahtied  tocotne  in.  *  *  *  If  the  Americans 
were  willing  to  give  us  full,  and  fair  anil  reci- 
procal advantages  I  would  recommeri  1  trading 
with  them  foi  the  benefit  of  Canada  and  the  Era 

Eire,  too.  I  think  Mr.  Poster  may  find  out 
efore  he  is  many  years  older  that  very  probably, 
although  I  adtnit  it  is  a  little  roundabout  way, 
this  is  not  a  bad  way  to  get  it." 

Sir  Louis  Davies  said  : 

"  1  eay  this  resolution  neither  discriminates 
nor  differentiates.  It  attaches  no  terms  which 
are  not  common  to  Great  Britain  and  to  ail 
countries." 

No  matter  how  self-contradictory  or  how  in- 
consistent and  impossible  each  of  these  poli- 
cies was  in  regard  to  the  other,  they  advocated 
them  all  in  turn,  feemingly  oblivious  to  the  fact 
they  were  mutually  irreconciliable  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  practical  operation. 

But  in  one  tiling  they  were  always  consistent 
in  profession  at  least.  They  wire  the  sworn  and 
irreconciliable  enemies  of  protection  in  principle 
anu,  in  practice. 


LIBERAL  PROFESSIONS. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  their  professions : 

"  We  denounce  the  principle  of  protection  as 
radically  unsor.nrl  and  unjust  to  the  masses  of 
the  people,  and  we  declare  our  convictions  that 
any  tariff  changes  bii«ed  on  that  principle,  must 
fail  to  afford  any  sub-lantiai  relief  from  the 
burdens  under  which  the  country  labours.  This 
issue  we  unhesitatingly  accept,  and  upon  it  we 
await  with  the  fullest  confidence  the  verdict  of 
the  electorate  of  Canada."— Convention  1893. 

**We  will  tix  for  revenm^  but  not  one  cent  for 
protection.  Taxation  is  an  evi!  that  nothing  but 
the  requirenienis  of  the  Govern  men  t,  can  justify. 
When  v/i'  are  in  power— and  I  don't  want  to  fieil 
the  skin  of  the  bear  until  the  bear  is  siiot;  yet  I 
think  the  Tory  bear  is  nbout  to  lie  skinned — we 
will  free  the  peope  from  protection,  whicli  is  a 
fraud,  a  delusion  and  a  robbery.  For  it  is  rob- 
bery to  lake  mo:..'y  from  one  man  and  give  it  to 
another."— Wilfricl  Lanrier,  conventiotf  speech, 
1H93. 

"  I  will  not  be  satisfied  unf.il  the  la^t  vestiffe  of 
protection  has  been  removed  from  the  soil  of 
Canada.     Our  gnat  reform  is  to  put  away  from 


the  soil  of  Canatla  the  last   vestige   or  pr( 
lion."— Wilfrid  Laurier  at  Newmarket,  1893. 

"If  the  Liberals  were  successful,  they  would 
cut  off  the  head  of  protection  at  once,  and  trample 
on  its  body."— Wilfrid  Laurier  at  Victoria,  B.C. 

"  We  have  been  attacking  this  policy  year  by 
year.  This  is  an  accursed  system,  a  system 
accursed  of  God  and  man." — Louis  Davies. 

"I  say  our  protective  system  was  a  huge  mis- 
take, in  so  far  as  it  was  honest  at  all,  and  in 
ho  far  as  it  was  not  honest,  it  was  a  huge 
scheme  of  robbery." — Sir  Richard  Cartwright. 

"  I  stand  by  the  declaration  I  have  made,  that 

firotection  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  de- 
iberate,  legalized  and  organized  robbery  ;  and, 
more  than  that,  if  you  do  not  stamp  it  out  it  is 
the  very  high  roa<.l  to  political  slavery  first  and 
industrial  slavery  afterwards,"— Sir  Richard 
Cartwright. 

"  Our  policy  from  first  to  la.st  has  been  to 
destroy  the  villainous  system  of  protection  by 
free  trade,  a  revenue  tariff  or  continental  free 
trade." — Sir  Richard  Cartwright. 

Why  raultiplythe.se?  They  would  fill  volumes 
if  collected.  "Death  to  protection"  was  the 
slogan  that  resounded  from  1878  to  1896. 

THE  TARIFFS  COMPARED. 

When  was  this  principle  of  protection  which 
for  25  years  they  denounced  introduced,  and 
what  was  the  average  rate  of  the  protection 
given?  It  was  embodied  in  the  tariff  by  Sir 
Leonard  Tilly  in  1879  in  fulfilment  of  pleifgea 
made  to  the  electorate  in  1878,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  mandate  of  tlie  electorate  given  in 
September  of  that  year.  The  rates  of  the  pro- 
tive  tariff  as  given  in  the  trade  and  navigation 
reports  from  1879  to  1899  are  herewith: 


AVEUAOl'.  RATE  OF  DtTTY  ON    IMPORTS    FOE 
CONSUJiPriOX— -DUTIABLE  ANU  KitKB. 

Under  Covservatirfn. 
IS'9  16.10  P.O.   lH8i  I0.,50pc. 
1-80  l;t.7'>  p.c.    l.S.><7  'Jl.'.H  p  I.'. 
Uii  20.iy  p.c.   1«H8  '21  .-,;  P.O. 

lss!»  ai.c.Tp.o. 

I8v'?2  19.27  p.c.  18iK)  '1V.V.\.  p.c. 

18H3  18.82  p.o.  1S9I  2i.>.'<>  p.>;. 

lsS4  I8.fi4  p.c.  18i)2  17.611  p.c. 

18.S5  18.til  p.c.  1893  17.3S  p  c. 


HOIUCR 


18M  17.13  p.c. 

i.s!).")  i(;.o:)  p.c. 

l"!"!)  18.-28p.c. 

Thiiler  /Abtrals. 

18  7  17.87  p.c. 

Is08  ic.il.';  p.c. 

I8!!9  l«.:Op.c. 

1890  17  .3j  P.O.  (a»  corrected^ 


Aveiage  rate  1H79  to  1H!86,   19. ,36  p.c."! 
Average  rate  1887  to  181)1,   21.15  p.c.  IConserra. 
Average  rate  1892  to  1896,  17.47  p.c.j 
Average  rate  I>*97  t.^  1S99,  17.17  p.c.    Grit 
Reduction  1892-96  over  1887-91,  3.68  p.c    ' 
R  duction  1897-99  over  1892-96,  30. 100  of  1  pc. 

The  rate  percent,  given  above  is  found  in  each 
year  by  dividing  the  total  value  of  goods  entered 
for  home  consumption  dutiable  and  free  into  the 
total  amount  of  duty  ccjlected. 


Now,  in  1P98-99  it  appears  that  16,009,847 
bushels  of  corn  from  the  United  States,  bearing  no 
duty,  not  intended  forconaumptiun  in  Canaiiaand 
which  simply  passed  through  Canada  on  its  way 
to  the  old  country,  was  put  through  the  bot^ks  as 
entered  for  Home  Consumption.  This  was  valued 
at  $6,149,392.  Subtracting  this  amount  from  the 
import  for  Pome  Consumption  $154,651,593  and 
dividing  the  remainder  $147,902,201  into  the  total 
duty  collected $25,641,734 gives  the  ratep.c.  17.33 
instead  of  16.70  as  given  wrongly  in  the  Trade  and 
Navigation  report. 

The  average  rate  1892  to  1896  is  17.47 
The  correct  rate  for  1899  is         17.33 


Redaction  effected  by  the  grits  14-100  of  1  p.c  1 1 

The  tiniest  hair  from  the  farthest  tip  of  the  tail 
of  the  devouring  fox,  protection,  has  been  softly 
pulled  out  by  these  men  whose  battle  cry  was 
•*  Death  to  protection." 

What  policy  have  they  in  power  carried  out? 

Nothing  which  when  out  of  power  they  advo- 
cated. Neither  continental  trade,  nor  commercial 
union,  nor  unrestricted  reciprocity,  nor  free  trade 
as  in  England,  nor  reciprocity,  nor  preferential 
trade  with  all  countries,  nor  exclusive  preferential 
trade  with  any  one  country.  All  of  these  they 
hotly  advocated,  no  one  of  them  have  they 
ventured  to  try  in  practice. 

For  18  years  they  hotly  and  diligently  denounced 
protection ;  now  they  embrace  it  and  embody  it 


in  their  tariff  within  14-100  of  1  p.c.  of  the  old 
average  1 

They  pledge  themselves  to  get  if  possible 
a  mutual  preferential  arrangement  with  Great 
Britain ;  Sir  Wilfrid  goes  to  England  and  de- 
nounces any  preference  for  Canadian  products  in 
British  markets,  whilpt  he  gives  }  of  the  duty  as 
preference  to  British  goods  in  our  markets. 

From  the  preceding  statement  it  is  apparent 
that  such  a  thing  as  conviction  or  principle  has 
had  no  place  in  the  grit  trade  and  tariff  policies. 

They  were  and  are  simply  opportunists,  watch- 
ing for  what  they  think  will  catch  the  public  eye, 
and  ready  to  abandon  to-morrow  what  they  to-day 
proclaim  to  be  right  and  necessary. 

Let  the  business  man  ask  himself  what  security 
he  can  have  with  men  who  change  at  every  elec- 
tion and  clutch  wildly  at  every  fad  which  presents 
itself. 

What  would  have  been  the  position  of  Canawla 
to-day  had  their  wild  dream  of  unrestricted  reci- 
procity with  the  u  nited  States  and  discrimination 
against  Great  Britain  been  carried  out  ? 

Is  there  any  security  or  guarantee  that  these 
men  will  hold  steadily  to  any  policy,  and  ia  not 
reasonable  stalylity  absolutely  necessary  in  com- 
mercial matters  ? 

Are  men  who  do  not  know  their  own  minds  one 
year  at  a  time,  safe  men  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  a  great  country  like  Canada? 

What  policy  is  certain,  what  industry  is  safe  in 
this  succession  of  capri  ces  and  fads? 
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